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Fuels Reduction Day Saturday June 4
The Fire Department, with the assistance of the Forest Service, several local businesses and property owners in Crown King, will be hosting a special community Fuels Clean Up Day to help property owners remove their slash piles. If you are a homeowner, this is the perfect opportunity for you to clean up the forest debris that has accumulated around your property and poses a risk to your home in the event of a wildland fire.  
If you have performed or had fuels treatment work completed on your property in the past, this clean up day provides you with the means to maintain the work that has been accomplished. 
Slash consists of needles, limbs, and small trees less than 4 inches in diameter that have been removed to provide defensible space around your home. This special weekend we will load and haul your cuttings to the slash disposal site or chip them if possible.  In order to help the most properties, you will need to have your slash stacked by the side of the road where crew members can easily load dump trucks and trailers to haul it away and/or chip it.  We also ask that you separate needles from other branches and slash so that we may reduce the time it takes to load or chip material.  
If you would like to help pick up or have a truck to assist in hauling material to the slash site, please stop by or call us at Station 1.  If you need someone to haul or chip your cuttings, please sign up prior to Tuesday May 31st so that we may be sure to include your property on our schedule.  Working together we will help improve the forest 
health and reduce the hazardous fuels now found.  
There will be a community potluck at Station 1 on Saturday following the cleanup effort.
Sheriff's Office Offers Emergency Notification System
The Sheriff's Office is now offering an Emergency Notification System (ENS) to residents in Yavapai County.  This system will not take the place of the Fire Department's phone contact system but will be in addition to it.  Along with the Fire Department contacting you in the event of an emergency, you will also receive notification from the Sheriff's Office.  Their system allows for residents of Yavapai County to add multiple contact points in the event of an emergency.  These contact points include cell phones, fax machines, e-mail, pagers, Blackberrys and office voice mail as well as land line of the residence. This system will be especially useful for those that use a cell phone rather than a landline.  For more information visit the Sheriff's Office web site at www.co.yavapai.az.us/sheriff. aspx and click on the Emergency Notification System box in lower right hand corner.
AmeriCorps Sun 3 Arrives in Mid May
The Fire Department is receiving assistance from Team Sun 3 of the Southwestern Region of AmeriCorps*National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC).  AmeriCorps is a network of national service programs created to improve the environment, enhance education, increase public safety, and assist with disaster relief and other unmet needs.  Members must complete a least 1,700 hours of service during the 10 month program.  In exchange for their service, they receive $5,375.00 to help pay for college or pay school loans.  The 10 person crew will be assisting our fuels crew in fuels reduction work to help reduce the hazardous fuels now found throughout our community.  Sun 3 Team Leader Matt Fraterman and crew members Carly Anderson, Jake Lucas, Chris O’Reilly, Nick Connolly, Jeff Leininger, Stephanie Bednar, Dustin Potter, Lyndsay Whitehurst, and Robert Kole will be here to help from May 20 until July 21.  The assistance they give will be invaluable in our efforts to protect the town from a catastrophic wildland fire.  The team has also been trained to respond to both wildland fires and medical emergencies should an incident occur.
Fire Restrictions Are In Place

The Fire Department has stopped issuing burn permits for all types of burns including broadcast, pile, pit, and barrel burns as of 8 A.M. Wednesday, May 11, 2011.  We are also advising that no camp fires should be used.  This is due to the high temperatures, lower humidity, and drying conditions we have been experiencing.  We have received less than average moisture this past winter and very little since January. These dry conditions have made it necessary to include all types of burning including barrel burns and camp fires.  For the present time charcoal grills or stove fires and enclosed smokers located in a cleared area of a yard on private property are still allowed.  Please use extreme caution when utilizing these items and ensure they are completely out when cooking has been completed.  These may become restricted if the weather conditions continue to remain hot and dry.  Pressurized liquid or gas stoves and lanterns are still allowed.

The weather conditions we are experiencing have also prompted Yavapai County, and  the Forest Service to implement fire restrictions on lands they administer.  Forest Service restrictions prohibit campfires, charcoal grills and stove fires on all National Forest Lands, roads and trails, except within developed recreation sites where grills and campfire rings are provided.  Campfires are not allowed at designated dispersed sites.  Pressurized liquid or gas stoves, lanterns, and heaters meeting safety specifications are allowed.  Smoking is prohibited except within enclosed vehicles, buildings, or developed recreation sites where the area is cleared of all flammable material.  Please note that possessing, discharging or using any kind of firework or other pyrotechnic device is prohibited on all public lands.  For more information on restrictions within town you 

may call Station 1 at 928-632-7163.  For more information on restrictions on forest lands call 928-777-5799 and for state land restrictions call 602-771-1416.  We would like to thank you for your understanding and cooperation during these restrictions.

Department Awarded a Forest Project Grant

The Department has received a Forest Project Grant award from Yavapai County to assist in fire prevention activities within the community.  The $10,719.00 grant will pay for wages for a prevention technician. The technician will be working with the Moss/Torpedo Subdivision in maintaining the work they have accomplished to retain their national Firewise Recognition status. This person will also assist one or more subdivisions in organizing and applying for National Firewise Status.  The overall goal of this project is to work with the community to reduce the wildland fire threat we face by bring the entire town into Firewise parameters within the next two years. 
 If you would like more information on this project, please contact Kyle Runo at 928-632-7163 or e-mail at ckfd@crownkinginternet.com 

Kyle is also available to provide technical assistance and guidance to individual home owners on removing and maintaining hazardous wildland fuels around their homes and on their property.
What If Volunteers Did Not Volunteer  

Did you know that the fire department is a mostly volunteer organization?  The 6 paid members are part of a fuels crew that work daily to protect our homes and businesses from the devastating effects of a wildland fire.  To help ensure enough coverage they have staggered days off, so there could be as few as 2 paid people in service on any given day.  Volunteers make up the majority of personnel on the Department and are the ones that will most likely be responding when someone has an emergency at their home.  Without volunteers, there could be no Fire Department.  Imagine you have a situation arise with a family member who needs medical assistance immediately.  Or, what if you woke up one night to the smell of smoke in your home?  You dial the Fire Department to report your emergency but no one answers the phone.  Without volunteers staffing the dispatch office, there is no one to find out what the emergency is, or to send help your way.   It is a frightening thought, but one that does not have to come to pass.  The Crown King community is blessed to have a core of dedicated volunteers ready and able to serve at a moments notice.  They are willing to serve, but they need your help.  

The Fire Department responds to approximately 120 calls for help a year, with the overall call volume trend increasing.  However, the number of active volunteers continues to decrease.  These circumstances place a heavy burden on our current volunteers as they try to juggle work and family life, and continue to volunteer.  This is why it is so important for you to consider helping your community by volunteering with the Fire Department.  

Many times people feel they do not have the time to commit to volunteering.  So what is the actual time commitment?  After initial training, which takes several days or weekends to complete, your time commitment is to attend a department meeting lasting 2.5 hours every other week and to go into service on average 2 days/nights a week as your schedule allows. When in service you continue to follow your normal daily routine around your home, at work and within the community.  When a call for help comes in you respond to that incident. Once the incident is over, you return to your normal daily routine. 

Please consider helping the Fire Department continue to provide the highest quality services to those who are experiencing the worst day of their lives.  Let’s help our family, friends, and neighbors in their time of need, and let’s thank those that unselfishly volunteer to serve and protect our community.  
Thank you.

Duracell Launches Battery Donation Program

Duracell batteries has initiated a special battery donation program called Power Those Who Protect Us Program.  Beginning in February 2011 anytime that specially marked Duracell CopperTop battery packs are purchased a battery donation will be made to the fire department of your choice.  By going on line at www.duracell.com/protect and entering the code on the package you can enter Crown King’s zip code (86343) to specify the donation comes to our Department.  
The Fire Department uses hundred’s batteries each year to power a wide variety of equipment including breathing apparatus, personal alert safety devices, thermal temperature indicators, pulse oxymeters, GPS units, radios, flashlights, and much more.   If you are in need of batteries for devices you use, you can help the Fire Department obtain the batteries it needs through this program.  Thank you for your support.
Water Conservation

With summer approaching, we urge everyone to practice water conservation.  Please use water sparingly, and use only as much as is absolutely necessary.   Some suggested measures include: eliminating all non-essential uses of water; do not water lawns or wet down roads to reduce dust;  use washing machines with full loads of clothes only; avoid long term running of water while washing, shaving, brushing teeth, etc.; use paper plates, cups, etc. instead of regular dishes that require washing. Thank you for your cooperation.  
Carnival Sunday, May 29th 
The Fire Department will hold its annual kids carnival right after the Memorial Day parade on Sunday May 29th.  Bring your kids and enjoy the afternoon with games and prizes for all.      
Dinner Dance Scheduled
The Department's annual Dinner Dance/Auction and Raffle will be held Saturday, September 17, 2011.  Please mark your calendars and check our web site at www.crownkingfire.org
 for more information.
Phone Numbers
Emergency Only:  

928-632-8811 or 911
Business:  928-632-7163
Fire Department Web site:
http://www.crownkingfire.org
Fire Department e-mail:

ckfire@commspeed.net
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